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THE WALL IS A SYMBOLIC SPACE FOR THE SILENT

SEMIOTIC AND PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDIES
IN MODELS OF GRAFFITI IN JORDAN

Prof. Essa Odeh Barhouma
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of Arts, The Hashemite
University, Jordan
ebarhouma@hu.edu.jo

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2814-6728

Dr. Shadi Mhmud Abu Abss

Ministry of Education - Jordan

ABSTRACT

This study deals with the phenomenon of graffiti in three Jordanian
cities (Amman, Irbid, and Zarqa) in order to analyze it in a semiotic
psychological way. As a widespread phenomenon in the Jordanian cities
space, in an increasing manner in recent years. The graffiti were spotted
on the walls of public markets, schools (rnale and female schools@, and
places of worship (mosques, churches, cemeteries).

This study tries to introspection of what these writings hide in terms
of thoughts, feelings and trends in their writers from different social
classes.

This study adopted the approach of content analysis of the expressions
written on the walls that were collected by the random sampling method
and analyzed according to the fields that regulate these expressions.

the results of the study showed That several conclusions, perhaps the
most prominent of which is that the phrases written on the walls express
psychological, social, emotional, class, sexual, emotional, regional and
racial components... etc. It has symbolic semantic connotations, by
describing these writings as real, realistic, and credible reflections of
social reality, and a blatant expression of the components of the soul, and
it has contributed to forming a clear picture of the nature of these groups
in Jordanian society.

Keywords: the wall, graffiti, semiotics, psychology, Amman, Irbid,

Zarqa.
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Editor-in-Chief’s Foreword

Launching a peer-reviewed journal in the field of linguistics may appear to be a
bold undertaking, given the considerable time, effort, and material as well as moral
investment it demands. Nevertheless, we have embraced this endeavor with strong
hope that this research platform will emerge as a distinguished scholarly forum and
a meeting point for researchers and scholars in linguistics and discourse analysis. It
is envisioned as a multilingual venue that reflects cultural and intellectual diversity
and fosters academic dialogue among researchers from around the world.

For decades, we have taken upon ourselves a firm commitment to support and
engage in rigorous research. Linguist Journal comes as a natural extension of that
mission, aiming to keep pace with the rapid scholarly and intellectual progress
taking place in the field of modern linguistic studies.

We firmly believe that the quality of research begins with careful selection of
topics, sound methodology, rigorous peer review, and adherence to internationally
recognized academic publishing standards. Accordingly, the Journal adopts a
meticulous review policy to ensure a level of scholarly excellence that meets the
expectations of the academic community it addresses.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Prof. Dr. Leila Mounir, Dean of
the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at Mohammed V University in Rabat, for her
generous support and steadfast commitment to the continuity of the journal.

In conclusion, we warmly welcome all researchers and scholars along with their
studies and contributions. We invite them to join this academic project and enrich
it with their work. We look forward to Linguist Journal becoming a qualitative
addition to the field of linguistic studies and a radiant scholarly beacon both in the
Arab world and internationally.

May God grant us success

Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Hafid Ismaili Alaoui
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Editorial of the Issue

Since the publication of its early issues, Al-Lissani Journal has demonstrated a
clear distinction and a unique identity, which quickly earned it the attention and
trust of readers, including linguists and researchers. It secured a foothold in the
field of linguistic research both within Morocco and abroad, thanks to the depth,
originality, and rigor of the studies it published contributions made by a number
of renowned scholars.

Since the journal ceased publication after releasing the four issues of its first
volume, researchers and interested parties from inside and outside Morocco have
continued to inquire about it and expressed a strong desire to publish in it. This
motivated us to prioritize the resumption of this respected academic platform,
as part of a broader strategy aimed at advancing scientific research within our
institution, by encouraging all purposeful initiatives.

Today, we are pleased to present this new issue of the Journal to readers, and
we sincerely hope that the Journal continues with the same excellence that serves
scientific research in general, and linguistic research. We aim to offer researchers
valuable and innovative contributions in the field of linguistics—an area in which
our institution has always held a pioneering role, both locally and in the Arab
world.

I would like to express my gratitude to Professor Hafid I. Alaoui, the Journal’s
director and editor-in-chief, for his dedicated efforts and strong commitment
to keeping the Journal under the umbrella of the Faculty of Letters and Human
Sciences, Mohammed V University in Rabat. I also thank all members of the
editorial board for their support of this outstanding academic project, and we hope

for the Journal’s continued publication and regularity.
Administrative Director

Prof. Laila MOUNIR

Acting Dean, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences
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Strives to keep up with global developments in linguistic research through
translations of studies published in top international linguistic journals.

Encourages discussion on contemporary linguistic issues.

Specificity and Uniqueness:

The journal publishes original papers that have not been previously published
or submitted elsewhere.

Submitted materials must relate to linguistics, whether theoretical, applied, or
translated research.

Research must adhere to recognized academic standards.

Submissions must comply with the publishing guidelines detailed on the
journabs website.
® Word count should be between 5,000 and 9,000 words, including appendices.

Conditions for publication

The journal publishes reviews of recent publications, whether translated into
Arabic or not.

Basic conditions for book reviews include:

- The book must fall within the journabs scope.

- Selection of the book must be based on objective criteria: importance,
academic value, contribution to knowledge, and benefit of reviewing.

- The book must have been published within the last five years.

Reviews must include:
- Book title, author, chapters, number of pages, publishing house, and
publication date.

A brief introduction to the author and translator (if applicable).

Overview of key elements: objectives, content, sources, methodology, and
structure.

Thorough analysis of the bookos content, highlighting main ideas and themes,
using critical tools and comparative methodology.

- Review length should be between 2,000 and 3,000 words. Reviews up to 4,000
words are accepted if they focus on deep analysis and comparison.
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