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THE «<HISTORICAL» PRESENT TENSE
AS A DISCURSIVE FUNCTION

Prof. Mohamed Ghalim
Mohammed V University in Rabat, Morocco
mohaghalimegmail.com

https://orcid.org/0009-0005-6442-1714

ABSTRACT

In the first section, we address some of the most important conclusions
of traditional analyses of the "historical" present tense, including an
examination of the significance of the transition from the past to the
present, and vice versa, in the Arab-Islamic rhetorical heritage, within the
phenomena of what has been termed "lltifat". We also address two of the
most prominent hypotheses in traditional "historical" present literature. In
the second section, we highlight the characteristics of the "historical" present
that cannot be understood outside of its function within the structure of
narrative discourse.

Keywords: tense, "historical" present, discursive function, switch of tense
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* Anllas Aadhy (o3uylilh puisladl )

“The past time reference which has led to its being called the ‘historical
present' is not found in the verb tense or even the sentence, but rather in the
linguistic context of the story as a whole”. Wolfson, N. 1982, p. 105.

“The historical present tense pattern is a device that focusses attention
on decisive turns, rather than a technique for "making present" and "making
vivid" what is recounted to a spellbound audience. It is within a framework
of narrative structure that this linguistic device becomes significant and
meaningful”. Fludernik, M. 1992b, pp. 22-23.
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> Jhe el @ N IV 5. Jaw I O 80 3 2l el B csla dos o
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Editor-in-Chief’s Foreword

Launching a peer-reviewed journal in the field of linguistics may appear to be a
bold undertaking, given the considerable time, effort, and material as well as moral
investment it demands. Nevertheless, we have embraced this endeavor with strong
hope that this research platform will emerge as a distinguished scholarly forum and
a meeting point for researchers and scholars in linguistics and discourse analysis. It
is envisioned as a multilingual venue that reflects cultural and intellectual diversity
and fosters academic dialogue among researchers from around the world.

For decades, we have taken upon ourselves a firm commitment to support and
engage in rigorous research. Linguist Journal comes as a natural extension of that
mission, aiming to keep pace with the rapid scholarly and intellectual progress
taking place in the field of modern linguistic studies.

We firmly believe that the quality of research begins with careful selection of
topics, sound methodology, rigorous peer review, and adherence to internationally
recognized academic publishing standards. Accordingly, the Journal adopts a
meticulous review policy to ensure a level of scholarly excellence that meets the
expectations of the academic community it addresses.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Prof. Dr. Leila Mounir, Dean of
the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at Mohammed V University in Rabat, for her
generous support and steadfast commitment to the continuity of the journal.

In conclusion, we warmly welcome all researchers and scholars along with their
studies and contributions. We invite them to join this academic project and enrich
it with their work. We look forward to Linguist Journal becoming a qualitative
addition to the field of linguistic studies and a radiant scholarly beacon both in the
Arab world and internationally.

May God grant us success

Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Hafid Ismaili Alaoui
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Editorial of the Issue

Since the publication of its early issues, Al-Lissani Journal has demonstrated a
clear distinction and a unique identity, which quickly earned it the attention and
trust of readers, including linguists and researchers. It secured a foothold in the
field of linguistic research both within Morocco and abroad, thanks to the depth,
originality, and rigor of the studies it published contributions made by a number
of renowned scholars.

Since the journal ceased publication after releasing the four issues of its first
volume, researchers and interested parties from inside and outside Morocco have
continued to inquire about it and expressed a strong desire to publish in it. This
motivated us to prioritize the resumption of this respected academic platform,
as part of a broader strategy aimed at advancing scientific research within our
institution, by encouraging all purposeful initiatives.

Today, we are pleased to present this new issue of the Journal to readers, and
we sincerely hope that the Journal continues with the same excellence that serves
scientific research in general, and linguistic research. We aim to offer researchers
valuable and innovative contributions in the field of linguistics—an area in which
our institution has always held a pioneering role, both locally and in the Arab
world.

I would like to express my gratitude to Professor Hafid I. Alaoui, the Journal’s
director and editor-in-chief, for his dedicated efforts and strong commitment
to keeping the Journal under the umbrella of the Faculty of Letters and Human
Sciences, Mohammed V University in Rabat. I also thank all members of the
editorial board for their support of this outstanding academic project, and we hope

for the Journal’s continued publication and regularity.
Administrative Director

Prof. Laila MOUNIR

Acting Dean, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences
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