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MIXED METAPHORS

Their Use and Abuse

Reviewed and revised by

Dr. IThab Mahmoud

Ain shams university
ihab.mahmoud®@art.asu.edu.eg

ABSTRACT

Karen Sullivan’s book Mixed Metaphors is a modern linguistic study that emphasizes
metaphor is not merely decorative, but a core part of everyday thinking, as explained
by Lakoff and Johnson. The author explores the phenomenon of blending conceptual
metaphors, clarifying its causes (such as ignorance, ambiguity, and excessive metaphor
use), when it is acceptable (such as to express emotion or chaos), and when it becomes
problematic (especially in formal or political discourse). She distinguishes between types
of metaphors, provides illustrative examples, and proposes practical strategies to avoid
confusion—such as separating metaphors or designing them coherently. The book is
valuable for writers and researchers, presented in a clear and engaging style, and supported
by visuals and a comprehensive list of metaphors.

Keywords: No Keywords.
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