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ABSTRACT

This article examines the religious dimension of advertising
discourse through the lens of social semiotics, focusing on an
advertising video produced by the Moroccan participatory bank
Umnia Bank. The video narrates the story of a woman who purchases
a car in fulfillment of her father’s wish. The study aims to reveal
how religious discourse is mobilized to serve marketing purposes
by activating a system of symbols and meanings that bridge faith-
based values with economic objectives. It employs concepts from
Critical Linguistics and Visual Grammar to explore the interaction
between linguistic and visual components in constructing advertising
meaning and generating persuasive effect. The analysis shows
that advertising discourse employs religious references as a means
of conferring symbolic legitimacy on the participatory banking
model, while seeking to reconcile spiritual values with the demands
of contemporary life through a representation of consumption
that reflects a new understanding of religious commitment within
Moroccan society.

Keywords: Advertising discourse, Social Semiotics, Religious
dimension, Participatory banks, Umnia Bank.
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2
Guest Editor’s Preface

First, I would like to express my gratitude to professor Hafid Ismaili Alaoui
for giving me this opportunity to be the guest editor of this volume dedicated
to Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA); this very trust testifies to the character
of this researcher and his keen interest in spreading new knowledge, especially
when it comes from young researchers who have been privileged with the access
and availability of the Internet and its abundant resources to read and review the
newest works in both the Arab and Western world.

Even though the articles of this volume are a result of putting to good use the
research done in the Western World on Discourse Analysis, it also confirms the
universal nature and objectives of human knowledge, i.e. a means to understand
the world and make it better. It is in this context that the approaches of CDA have a
role to play since they belong to a modern trend aiming at making use of discursive
and linguistic analyses to improve societies; that is to say that the word ‘critical’ in
the title of this field stands for constructively critiquing damaging, manipulating,
and power abusing discourses that legitimize inequality, racism, xenophobia, and
all other vices in our communities.

Therefore, it is only fair to say that CDA is not concerned with studying
the stylistics of literature, rather it is focused on critiquing influential masses
discourses in the media, politics, education, everyday conversations, and the
likes of which when they impact political decision making, societal interactions,
creating individual and group identities, etc. In brief, CDA is not a mere stylistic
endeavor or a skill used by researchers to showcase their analytical and linguistic
competencies. That is why, the researchers working in this field write in a simple,
comprehensible, academic and straightforward style; for the main purpose at sight
is to elucidate, sensitize, and liberate.

Indeed, CDA is by nature multidisciplinary. This springs from the established
conviction that no one approach could suffice or claim to possess the capacity to
provide all the answers when trying to understand text and discourse. It is true that
discourse is a text, a sequence of sentences. However, it is also discursive practice,
a chain made up of an array of intertextual genres and allusions. Moreover, it is a
social practice, an act aiming at influencing the society, be it by reproducing the

state of affairs or changing it. Thus, in order to study text, a linguistic theory is
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indispensable; and to study the discursive practice pragmatic and literary theories
are needed (for example, Mikhail Bakhtin) and a philosophical theory as well (for
instance, Michel Foucault); and to study the social practice drawing on theories
that are social, political, historical, etc. is necessary. In other words, discourse is
multidimensional phenomenon that requires a multidisciplinary approach.

After this concise introduction about the concept of CDA, I move on to a brief
overview of the articles included in this volume. It is worth noting here that the
participants are mostly PhD students or newly PhD holders, which explains the
recency of the contributions and the uniqueness of this work, but it also embodies
the growing interest in this field of CDA by a new generation of researchers that
drift away from the conventional schools of literary criticism that have been
predominant in the Arabic research centers for decades.

The contents of this Volume

This CDA volume contains sixteen articles divided into six sections. The first
is on the relationship between CDA and linguistics. Here, Abdellatif Albadadi
explained the concept of discourse by referring to linguistic and philosophical
perceptions. Thus, his article is indispensable to learn about the evolution of this
concept linguistically and philosophically. The second article is by Bojamaa Ikhijem
who studied the linguistic background of three CDA approaches, the Dialectic-
Relational Approach of Norman Fairclough, the socio-cognitive approach of Teun
van Dijk, and the Discourse-Historical approach of Ruth Wodak. The researcher
traced how these approaches have benefited from linguistic concepts in analyzing
texts and unveiling their explicit and underlying meanings. The study in this
section is of a practical nature, was carried out by Kamal Ammi, who analyzed the
speech Benjamin Netanyahu addressed to the Iranian people after the start of the
war on Iran. The researcher used concepts from Critical Linguistics in studying the
language of this discourse lexically, syntactically and pragmatically while throwing
light on the mechanisms of manipulation used in this political speech.

The second section includes two articles on the cognitive trend of CDA. The
first is an analysis by Said Bakkar of a set of Hassani proverbs on Sahraoui women.
The researcher used the approach of Critical Metaphor Analysis to pinpoint the
main metaphors that frame how the Sahraoui sees women. His analysis resulted in
showcasing some negative connotations attributed to Hassani women. Moreover,

and in a pioneering work in academic studies in Arabic, Khadija Bouzzit analyzed
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the metaphors of love in Moroccan Darija using Critical Metaphor Analysis. In
this study, she illustrated how the Moroccan perceives love, the ramifications of
this perception, and its impact on the position of Moroccan women and their
social status.

The third section is devoted to semiotic trends in CDA as manifested in
the recent works on language and images. The first study by Ibrahim Chokri
analyzes a video ad for an Islamic Bank called ‘Umnia Bank” from a socio-semiotic
perspective. The researcher sheds lights on the use of language, images, narration
and argumentation in persuading the consumers of becoming customers of
this bank. He also explained the religious connotations utilized by the bank to
influence its audience. The second study is by Mustapha Daou who investigated
the comments of Fawzi Bushra on the fall of three Arab leaders in the Arab Spring,
namely Hosni Mubarak, Muammar Gaddafi, and Abdullah Saleh. The researcher
used the multimodality approach to disclose the coherence between the language
of reports and their images. He also determined the constituents of Fawzi Bushra’s
rhetoric in his comments.

The Fourth section comprises three fields in CDA. Chaymae Elbahtari studied
the evasion strategies in the discourse of the Tech companies (Facebook, Google,
Twitter, and Apple) during crises. She brought to light the linguistic tools used
by these companies such as semantic vagueness, temporal reframing, collective
dissolution, and unspecified referentiality, etc. to rid themselves of responsibility,
neutralize the critique, and redirect the public attention. The second exceptional
study by Adelwahab Elkachkouri studied Critical Language Awareness (CLA) as
a concept that goes beyond Language Awareness. The researcher concludes by
urging language teachers to make use of CLA in teaching language and its relation
to power and ideology. The third article is by Emad Abdul-latif is a study wherein
he analyzed some Egyptian fables that accentuate the relationship between the
human and power in the popular Arab storytelling. Here, he outlined the rhetorical
strategies used by popular storytellers to critique, resist, and disclose power such
as: double entendre, symbolism, examples, sarcasm, euphemism, and irony.

The fifth section is composed of three translations. The first is by Hafid
Ismaili Alaoui for a chapter titled ‘The rapprochement between CDA and
cognitive linguistics’ and makes up the sixteenth chapter of Adéle Petitclerc on

CDA. This chapter is a rich one for those who are interested in cognitivist trends
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of CDA, especially the works advanced by Veronica Koller and Christopher
Hart. The second translation was made by Mohammed Bakkar for an article by
Martin Reisigl titled “The Historical-Discourse Approach’ from the Routledge
Handbook of Critical Discourse Studies. This article is important for anyone who
in interested in this approach because it details its characteristics, concepts, and
how to apply it. The last translation in this volume devoted to CDA is by a hard-
working and active researcher in CDA, Mohammed Saoudane, who worked on
the latest version of Norman Fairclough’s approach, which he developed with his
wife Isabella Fairclough. The article investigates ethical critique in CDA; thus, it
is quite important and insightful for it presents a new perspective to the notion of
bias in CDA that is different from the one endorsed by Norman Fairclough’s in his
previous works.

The sixth and last section as the custom of the journal goes is not related to
the main theme, CDA in this case, and it includes a study and two translations.
The Study by Fadoua Jmoula analyzed the linguistic properties of the names of
some prominent figures in the Moroccan Sahara and their significance based on
a published dictionary of proper names. She started her analysis by analyzing the
sound, morphology, and derivation. Mohamed Wahidi translated an article by
Jonathan Owens titled “The foundations of the old Arabic-Neo Arabic dichotomy,
which lays out the main differences between old and neo-Arabic. The article
suggests revisiting these differences by taking into consideration the historical
context in which they developed. The last article in this section by Sourour
Hachicha is a translation of an opinion article by Ray Jackendoff ‘The parallel
architecture in language and elsewhere’ It is an article in which Jackendoff argues
that linguistic representations rely on three independent generative systems, namely

phonological, syntactic, and semantic structures—plus a system of interface links.
Said Bakkar

Essemara’s Mulitidisciplinary College
Ibn Zohr University
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Editor-in-Chief’s Foreword

Launching a peer-reviewed journal in the field of linguistics may appear to be a
bold undertaking, given the considerable time, effort, and material as well as moral
investment it demands. Nevertheless, we have embraced this endeavor with strong
hope that this research platform will emerge as a distinguished scholarly forum and
a meeting point for researchers and scholars in linguistics and discourse analysis. It
is envisioned as a multilingual venue that reflects cultural and intellectual diversity
and fosters academic dialogue among researchers from around the world.

For decades, we have taken upon ourselves a firm commitment to support and
engage in rigorous research. Linguist Journal comes as a natural extension of that
mission, aiming to keep pace with the rapid scholarly and intellectual progress
taking place in the field of modern linguistic studies.

We firmly believe that the quality of research begins with careful selection of
topics, sound methodology, rigorous peer review, and adherence to internationally
recognized academic publishing standards. Accordingly, the Journal adopts a
meticulous review policy to ensure a level of scholarly excellence that meets the
expectations of the academic community it addresses.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Prof. Dr. Leila Mounir, Dean of
the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at Mohammed V University in Rabat, for her
generous support and steadfast commitment to the continuity of the journal.

In conclusion, we warmly welcome all researchers and scholars along with their
studies and contributions. We invite them to join this academic project and enrich
it with their work. We look forward to Linguist Journal becoming a qualitative
addition to the field of linguistic studies and a radiant scholarly beacon both in the
Arab world and internationally.

May God grant us success

Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Hafid Ismaili Alaoui
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Editorial of the Issue

Since the publication of its early issues, Al-Lissani Journal has demonstrated a
clear distinction and a unique identity, which quickly earned it the attention and
trust of readers, including linguists and researchers. It secured a foothold in the
field of linguistic research both within Morocco and abroad, thanks to the depth,
originality, and rigor of the studies it published contributions made by a number
of renowned scholars.

Since the journal ceased publication after releasing the four issues of its first
volume, researchers and interested parties from inside and outside Morocco have
continued to inquire about it and expressed a strong desire to publish in it. This
motivated us to prioritize the resumption of this respected academic platform,
as part of a broader strategy aimed at advancing scientific research within our
institution, by encouraging all purposeful initiatives.

Today, we are pleased to present this new issue of the Journal to readers, and
we sincerely hope that the Journal continues with the same excellence that serves
scientific research in general, and linguistic research. We aim to offer researchers
valuable and innovative contributions in the field of linguistics—an area in which
our institution has always held a pioneering role, both locally and in the Arab
world.

I would like to express my gratitude to Professor Hafid I. Alaoui, the Journal’s
director and editor-in-chief, for his dedicated efforts and strong commitment
to keeping the Journal under the umbrella of the Faculty of Letters and Human
Sciences, Mohammed V University in Rabat. I also thank all members of the
editorial board for their support of this outstanding academic project, and we hope

for the Journal’s continued publication and regularity.
Administrative Director

Prof. Laila MOUNIR

Acting Dean, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences
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