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DISCOURSE ANALYSIS

Cognitive Sources and Methodological Foundations

Prof. Khalifa bin Hedi Missaoui

Higher Institute of Languages in Tunisia
King Faisal University /Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
mkhalifatn@yahoo.fr

https:/ /orcid.org/0000-0002-8738-1509

ABSTRACT

This research reveals the problematic path in discourse analysis and clarifies its most
prominent aspects to the Arabic reader so that he enters the world of discourse and analyzes
it according to a scientific vision, theoretical and methodological conditions that contribute
to set up a clear horizon in the analysis of discourse. Moreover, this vision rids him of the
labyrinths in which he slipped and became a prominent feature in the titles of the studies
that attribute to this field. In my opinion, according to the scientific foundations of this
specialty as regulated by discourse analysts, the studies have nothing to do with it except
for titles that lead to the delusion and fallacy of the reader and add to him ambiguity and
chaos of knowledge and terminology. In this context, we sought to adjust a terminological
vision from within the discipline of discourse analysis, to make the reader benefit from
opening cognitive and methodological pathways concerned with this field of knowledge.
We came out with subtle differences between text and discourse, discourse studies and
discourse analysis. We clarified the nature of sources of knowledge related to them and
ways to distinguish between them on scientific and methodological basis, which enabled
us to determine the characteristics of each field, the subject of its research and the methods

of'its analysis.

Keywords: Text, Discourse, Discourse studies, Discourse analysis, World of Discourse,
Approach, Method.
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That this is no overstatement may quickly be demonstrated by indicating something of the
range of discourse-related books published in recent years: discourse and politics (Schiffner
& Kelly-Holmes, 1996; Howarth et al., 2000); ideologies (Schiftner, 1997), and national
identity (Wodak et al., 1999); environmental discourse (Hajer, 1997; Harre, Brockmeier, &
Muhlhausler, 1999); discourse and gender (Walsh, 2001; Wodak, 1997; Romaine, 1998);
discourse of disability (Corker & French, 1999) and the construction of old age (Green,
1993); applied discursive psychology (Willig, 1999); professional discourse (Gunnarson,
Linell, & Nordberg, 1997) and professional communication across cultural boundaries
(Scollon, Scollon, & Yuling, 2001); the discourse of interrogation and confession (Shuy,
1998); academic discourse (Swales, 1998); discourse in cross-cultural communication
(Hatim, 2000) and translation (Schiffner, 2002); discourse in everyday life (Locke, 1998;

Cameron, 2000; Delin, 2000) and, at some remove from the everyday, divine discourse

(Wolterstorff, 1995).
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