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A LANGUAGE WITH MULTIPLE HEADS AND THE
FATE OF LINGUISTIC DIGLOSSIA IN MOROCCO

Prof. Mbarek Hanoun

Mohammed VI Institute for Quranic Readings and Studies
mbarek.hanoun@outlook.com

https:/ /orcid.org/0009-0008-8098-1617

ABSTRACT

In this study, we address the necessity of framing the concept of diglossia and the risks
of neglecting to define it in a way that ensures its neutrality, acceptance of diversity, and
ability to interact intelligently with linguistic realities while maintaining the highest level
of intellectual vigilance to foster critical thinking.

We begin by examining the use of the concept of diglossia in colonial thought, as
represented in the research of William Marcais and his contemporary French Orientalists.
Researchers may observe paradoxes that were either misused or deliberately employed to
support the colonialist agenda.

Keywords: Diglossia, high language, low language, dominance, diverse standardization.
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