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Laws of linguistic evolution in Saussurean linguistics
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Abstract.

This paper aims to study a central Saussurean concept which is
“evolutionary change”. The centrality of the concept of “evolution”
stems from its position at an intersection between various Saussurean
linguistic concepts appearing either as central heads such as the concept
of System, or in dichotomies like synchrony and diachrony, or
trichotomies such as langage, speech, and discourse.

In fact, the centrality of the concept of linguistic evolution is
enough to clarify the depth of Saussure's conception about the relation
between synchrony and diachrony, which is deeply different from the
vulgarizing and simplistic approaches, which reduce and shorten the
Saussurean project in overtaking the diachrony.
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®  Charles Darwin, On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, or the
Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life, London, 1959.

®  Ferdinand de Saussure, cours de linguistique générale, publi¢ par Charles Bailly et Albert
Séchehaye avec la collaboration d’Albert Riedlinger, Edition critique préparée par Tulio de
Mauro, postface de Louis-Jean Calvet, 1997.
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Otto Jespersen Language; its nature, development and origin, London: G. Allen & Unwin,

Collection robarts; Toronto, 10™ edition, 1954.
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