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SEARCHING FOR
THE ESSENCE OF LANGUAGE

R. Jakobson, E. Coseriu et F. de Saussure

Prof. Mokhtar Zouaoui
Djillali Liabés University of Sidi Bel Abbes, Algeria
mokh_zouaoui@yahoo.fr

https:/ /orcid.org/0009-0009-6718-3001

ABSTRACT

The aim of this article is to compare Roman Jacobson>s and Eugéne Coseriws
conceptions of the essence of language with those of Ferdinand de Saussure. Although we
can now see that Saussure often used the term essence in his lectures at the University of
Geneva, for example, in the third year of his lectures (1910-1911) when he said that ([t]he
association of an idea with a sign is what constitutes the essence of language. For example,
the discovery of the Cours de grammaire gothique, which Saussure taught for two years
(1881-1882) at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes in Paris, revealed that he had taken
whole pages out of his Paris lectures, put them in envelopes and then transported them to
Geneva. As for the approaches of Roman Jacobson and Eugene Coseriu - semiotic and
diachronic in the case of the former, philosophical and ontological in the case of the latter -
we shall see that they are not similar to those of Saussure. For Saussure, the search for the
essence of language was inseparable from the project of creating a new epistemologically
grounded linguistic discipline.

Keywords: Genesis-essence, signifier-signified, language-reality, langue-parole, universals
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